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me, that D'Eon should, in the future, be considered a
male, was succeeded two months later by another
inisterial despatch, in which allusion is made, also for
ne first time, to the necessity for his complete change
sex by the assumption of female attire ; the Count
- Vergennes, as will be noticed, still referring to the
tievalier by employing the personal pronoun of the
.asculine gender.

c . . . However great my desire to see, to know, and to
>nverse with M. D'Eon, I do not conceal from you that I have
ae cause for anxiety. His enemies are on the alert, and will
ot easily forgive him for all he has said of them. Should he
>me here, however prudent and circumspect he may be, they
tight impute to him conduct in opposition to the reserve
aposed by the King ; denials and justifications are always
saTbarrassing and odious to the well-meaning. Should M. D'Eon
imsent to disguise himself, all would be well ; it is a proposition
ia>t can emanate from himself alone ; but in his own interest
i is desirable that he should avoid, at least for some years, a
ssidence in France and necessarily in Paris. You may make
use of these observations as you think proper.' l

Having displayed his keys at Versailles, and assured
.e Vergennes that four days would suffice to regulate
ifairs finally with D'Eon, Beaumarchais returned to
jondon, the first step he took being to inform the
)laevalier, in the clearest terms, that as the primary
condition of all future negotiations it was absolutely
tecessary she should agree to resuming female attire/
>"Eon became very noisy upon receiving intimation
or which he was so little prepared, and persistently
Defused to assent ; but the determined attitude and
Lictatorial bearing assumed by Beaumarchais were not
vlthout effect, and for the first time in his life, perhaps,
ie quailed, and in the end, yielded.

1 August 26, 1775.    Loni&iie, i. 421,er intimating to Beaumarchais, for the first
